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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (previously presented) A method of interfecing frame based TDM 
telecommunications trafric in which each TDM frame supports a plurality of data 
struchjres each comprising one or more channels from a frame-based TDM 
network to an asynchronous network in which traffto Is transported In cells or 
packets, the method comprising; 

issuing credits at a substarrtially constant rate; 

assigning the credits to each said data structure according to the size of 
that data stnicture; 

determining for each said data structure a threshold number of assigned 
credits; and» 

when said threshold value Is reached, assembling that data structure Into 
cells or packets for despatch Into the asynchronous network. 

3. (original) A method as claimed in daim 2, wherein saki credits are 
assigned via a connection control. 

4. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein sakJ 
connection control assigns crsdits to a data stmcture by wriHng the identity of 
that data structure into fr^ locations in a reverse channel map. 

5. (original) A method as claimed in claim 4, wherein said credit ass^nments 
are stored in a random access memory having memory locations one for each 
TDM channel. 
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6. (original) A method as claimed In claim 5, wherein said credits are issued in 
cycles con^sponding to the TDM frame period. 

7. (original) A method as claimed In daim 6, vwherein the rate of Issuance of 
credits Is greater than the TDM channel rate. 

8. (original) A method as claimed in daim 7, wherein said asynchronous 
network is an ATM network. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cunently amended) An interface anrangement for interfadng frame based 
TDM teleoommunications traffic in which each TDM frame supports a plurality of 
data strudures each comprising one or more channels from a frame-t)a8ed TDM 
network to an asynchronous network in which traffic is transported In cells or 
packets, the mathod interface arrangement comorisinQ: 

means for issuing credits at a sukwtantialiy constant rate; 

means for assigning the credits to each sakl data structures according to 
the size of that data strudure; and 

means for determining for each said data structure a threshold number of 
assigned credits whereby, when said threshold value is reached, the data 
strudure is assembled into cells or packets for despatch into the asynchronous 
network. 

11. (original) An interface arrangement as daimed In claim 10, wherein said 
credit assignment means comprises a connection control. 

12. (original) An Interface arrangement as daimed in daim 11, wherein said 
connection control assigns credits to a data structure by writing the identity of 
that data strudure into free locations in a reverse channel map. 
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13. (original) An interfeoe arrangement as dafmed in claim 12, wherein said 
credit assignments are stored in a random access memory having mermry 
locations one for each TDM channel. 

14. (original) An interface anangement as claimed In claim 13. and 
incorporating means for adjusting the rata at which credits are issued by the 
credit issuing means. 

15. (original) An interface arrangement as claimed in dalm 14, and 
incorporating a dock having a first docic rate corresponding to the TDM frame 
rate and whereby the credit Issuing means issues said credits on a cydic basis. 

16. (original) An Interface anangement as claimed In dalm 15, wherein said 
dock has a second dock rate corresponding to the channel rate of said TDM 
f^es. said second ck>ck rate providing a timing signal for said credit Issuing 
means whereby said credits are issued at a rate at least equal to the channel 
rate. 

17. (previously presented) A method of scheduling despatch of a TDM data 
structure packetized into cells or packets for despatch into an asynchronous 
networtc, the method comprising assigning credHs to the data structure in 
accordance with the size of said data structure, comparing an accumulated total 
of credits assigned to said data structure, and, wlien saki total reaches a 
predetermined threshold, despatching saki ceils into the asynchronous networic 
at a substantially constant rate. 
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